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Completing Form I-765 for OPT or STEM OPT Application 

The instructions below are for F-1 visa holders who are filing Form I-765 for OPT or STEM OPT. Form I-765 and 

complete instructions for this form may be found from USCIS. Complete all highlighted spaces that apply to you. (If 

you are completing Form I-765 to apply for a benefit other than OPT or STEM OPT through F-1 status, please refer 

to the I-765 instructions from USCIS, as your responses to this form may be different.) 

Note: Do not date this form until you meet with the international student advisor to check your OPT application. The 

date on this form must be on or after the date your OPT or STEM OPT I-20 is issued. 

 

  

Part 1 

1.a. – c.: OPT applicants should check 1.a.; STEM OPT applicants should check 1.c. If you have 

had OPT or STEM OPT approved by USCIS already, but your EAD was lost or stolen and you are 

applying for a replacement EAD, check 1.b. 

https://www.uscis.gov/i-765
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Part 2 

5.a – 6: Provide the mailing address you want your EAD to be sent to. If you don’t have a permanent address 
in the U.S., you can use the OISS address (for a small forwarding fee): C/O (care of) OISS, 2 E South St., K-

163 Galesburg IL 61401. 7.a – d: Add your physical address if different from mailing address. 

8 & 9: Only complete if you have these numbers. OPT applicants likely will not; STEM OPT applicants may 

have these numbers. 

Social Security Number (SSN): If you have had a SSN issued to you, check yes to 13.a, provide your SSN in 

13.b, and skip to 18.a. If you haven’t had a SSN issued, check no to 13.a, skip 13.b, and complete 14 – 17.
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Part 2 

21.a: Find your I-94 number online through CBP. If you entered by land most recently, you should have a 

paper I-94 in your passport. 

23: Airport, port, or border crossing name. 24 & 25: F-1 student. 

26: Find your SEVIS Number on the top left of page 1 of your I-20. 

27: OPT Applicants: (c)(3)(B); STEM OPT Applicants: (c)(3)(C) 

28.a – 28.c.: STEM Applicants only must respond. 28.a.: List STEM major and CIP code (XX.XXXX) as 

notated on page 1 of your I-20 (Program of Study section). 

All applicants: skip 29 – 31.b 

 

 

https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/
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Part 3 

1.a: Check this box. 

3 – 5: Provide your contact information. 

7.a & b: Sign your name. Add the date in 7.b. after a Knox College DSO has issued you a new 

I-20 with OPT recommendation. If the I-765 is dated prior to the issuance of the I-20 with 

OPT recommendation, USCIS will deny your OPT application. Your entire OPT application 

must reach USCIS within 30 days of the DSO I-20 issuance (or prior to the end of the 60-day 

grace period after the program end date on your I-20, whichever is sooner). 

Parts 4 – 6 

OPT and STEM OPT applicants can skip Parts 4 & 5. If you need additional space to respond 

to any information in Parts 1 – 3 of this form, you can provide that in Part 6. 

 


