
                        OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SERVICES 

Completing Form I-765 for OPT or STEM OPT Application 

The instructions below are for F-1 visa holders who are filing Form I-765 for OPT or STEM OPT. Form I-765 and 

omplete instructions for this form may be found from USCIS. Complete all highlighted spaces. 

Note: Do not date this form until you meet with the international student advisor to check your OPT application. The 

date on this form must be on or after the date your OPT or STEM OPT I-20 is issued. 

 

  

OPT applicants: 

Permission 

STEM OPT applicants: 

Renewal 

9b. Leave blank if you 

don’t have a SSN 

3. If you do not have a 

permanent U.S. mailing 

address, you can use the 

Knox OISS address: 

2 E. South St. c/o OISS 

K-148 

Galesburg, IL 61401 

10 – 13: If you do not have a SSN, it is recommended that you apply for one in conjunction with 

your OPT application. To apply for your SSN, respond “Yes” to questions 10 and 11, and provide 

your parents’ names to questions 12 and 13. If you already have an SSN, check “No” for question 

10, and skip questions 11 – 13. 

https://www.uscis.gov/i-765
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Question 15: STEM applicants should input information about their previous OPT application. To identify the 

USCIS office which adjudicated your OPT application, review your EAD card number. The first three letters of your 

card number identify the office: 

 WAC: California Service Center 

 LIN: Nebraska Service Center 

 SRC: Texas Service Center 

 EAC: Vermont Service Center 

 YSC: Potomac Service Center 

For dates, list the employment start and end dates authorized by USCIS. If there isn’t enough space, attach an 

addendum with this information to your I-765 form. Label the top of the addendum with your name, A-number or I-

94 number, and SEVIS number.  

Questions? If you have any questions about completing Form I-765, please contact the Knox College Office of 

International Student Services.  

21. Only required for 

STEM applicants.  

For degree, enter the 6-

digit code next to your 

major on your I-20.  

Add employer’s name as 

written in E-Verify and 

their E-Verify number.  

Attach an addendum if 

there isn’t enough space.  

Remember to sign your I-

765. Do not date this form 

until your I-20 with OPT 

or STEM OPT 

recommendation is issued.  

18. F-1 Student  

19. Student  

20. OPT applicants: 

(c)(3)(B) 

STEM applicants: 

(c)(3)(C) 

14. OPT applicants: Use 

your I-94 number 

STEM applicants may use 

their A-number (found on 

EAD) or I-94 number 

 
15. OPT applicants: No 

STEM applicants: Yes – 

see below.  

22 & 23 not required for 

OPT or STEM Extension 

applicants.  


